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Date: February 26, 2005

From:

John A Tuttle (individual)

407 19th Ave

Brick, New Jersey

08724-2605
Request for Comments #1 (Posted February 16, 2005 ) 

Statements submitted in connection with the panel's first request for comments must be received 

by the Advisory Panel no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 18, 2005. Please be aware that all 

comments will be made available to the public. 
At this time, the Panel is soliciting comments on the following questions: 
1. Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.

Let’s start with the fact that it takes nearly a month to collect all the data required to begin filing 

a tax return. Next, even with all of the programs I have to keep track of all the money I spend, I 
must still have the paper documents that back up every expenditure. Next, there is no way that 
the average person can do their own taxes. The laws keep changing and you need a degree in 

accounting just to understand how expenditures are classified.
2. Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.

Let’s start with the fact that every dollar we earn is taxed and that we have to prove to the 
Government which dollars should be exempt from being taxed in order to get that tax back. 

Also, the Government gets to use the money that’s withheld from our paycheck for up to a year 
without paying any interest. 
3. Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.

Last year I worked 12-16 hours a day, six days a week to eliminate all of my credit card debt. By 

September, my debts were paid and I started putting money in a savings account. By the end of 

(Page 3)

year I had saved $7,000. Two weeks ago, the accountant who is doing my taxes called to tell me 

that I owe an additional $3,500 in taxes on top of the $6286 that I paid during the tax year. My 

taxable income for the year was less than $30,000. Now I have to rob money from my savings to 

pay my income taxes. As I see it, the Government will end up with 50% of the money I worked so 

hard to save. This year, I won’t work so hard!!!
4. Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform. 

Find a way to tax those who buy things they don’t need to survive. Don’t tax the money used for 

basic needs. Collect taxes based on previous years earnings and expenditures. The idea of 

paying taxes in advance and having to beg to get some of the money back is plain wrong. A 

much more fair system would involve a consumption tax. Next to that would be a flat tax based 

on net profit.

