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I appreciate the opportunity to give my input in-so-far-as our tax code is concerned.

I was a small business owner for some 40 years prior to retiring in 1995. During 

that 40 year period, plus the 10 years since my retirement, the major thorn in my side has

been the Internal Revenue Service and the tax code. The tax code is difficult for an expert

 to understand and impossible for a layperson to understand. I had four employees. One

 of these employees spent in excess of 50% of her time keeping our accounting straight. I

 still had to pay a CPA in excess of $2,500 per year to file my return. In my retirement,

 that cost is about $2,000 per year.


The tax code is especially unfair to the small businessperson and retired 

individuals who must hire a service to stay in compliance. Anything more than a postcard 

for a tax return should not be considered.


It is wrong when business decisions must be dependent upon the tax code rather

 than good business judgment. The situation is further complicated when the rules change

 after business commitments had been made on the previous law.


The panel needs to come up with a simplified tax code that requires little or no

 paperwork on the part of the taxpayer – a system that is based solely upon the amount of

 money an individual spends and the profit of businesses.

Respectfully,

Cy Stapleton
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