-----Original Message-----

From: Rod Panter [mailto:RodPanter@cfl.rr.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2005 10:39 AM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: Federal Income Tax Reform

Dear Sir/Ms,

As you know, our current income tax system is burdensome and obsolete. With reams and reams of tax publications that are easier to 

weigh than to count, it takes a professional tax accountant several hours to complete the average tax return for a middle class tax payer with any 

degree of accuracy.   As for me, I use a commonly available tax preparation

software, and it still takes me several days to complete my return!! 

I am "over" spending several days of my life each year completing my tax return, not to mention the days wasted compiling all of the 

necessary information throughout the year.  And it is my opinion that a good number of my fellow citizens don't bother with it any more, if they 

ever did!  It is also my opinion that many taxpayers (both individual and

corporate) may not be paying their fair share of the national tax burden.

Our current tax system is a tremendous burden on our economy because it is an extremely inefficient means of collecting the taxes 

necessary to run our government.  Additionally, it discourages productivity by taxing those who work harder/smarter/longer by taxing their 

additional income at higher and higher levels.  Imagine the things this country could do if we all were encouraged to work harder/smarter/longer, 

knowing we could enjoy the benefits of our hard work.  Gee...maybe we should tax those who work harder/smarter/longer at a lower rate the 

more they produce.  It's kind of like buying products in mass quantities. Would you pay more for items in bulk?  And with all of the overhead 

needed to collect the taxes, the cost to the taxpayer to figure their taxes, the lost productivity of the taxpayers and the losses due to 

inept/illegal/insufficient reporting, I am confident we could lower the tax burden on America, make our economy more robust and make a lot of 

very happy Americans by scrapping the current income tax system.  

I am in favor of either a value added (i.e. sales) tax or a flat tax, with no exemptions and no income level adjustments.  When I pay my 

tithe each month God does not ask or expect me to pay more if I make more or less if I make less, but instead he asks me gladly give just 10%. 

And it's easy for me to calculate (I think he planned it that way).  I just take my gross income, multiply by .1 and then I write the check!  I want the same fair and simple treatment from my government!

Sincerely

Rod Panter

LtCol United States Marine Corp (retired)

