-----Original Message-----

From: Joel Leenaars [mailto:leenaars@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2005 10:35 AM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: adverse tax situation

Lady/Gentleman,

My partner (since 1968) is Dan Hering, 1947 graduate of West Point.  He has been discriminated against by the U.S.Army.  I am not able to receive military benefits because of this discrimination.  

Because of discriminatory laws Dan is unable to get spousal health insurance benefits and long-term health care benefits through my employer.

Because of discriminatory family-farm tax laws, Dan will be taxed as a stranger, when I die, rather than treated as a spouse.  Should dan die first I will be unable to receive his social security benefits.  

We are not able to file a joint tax return and are further economically penalized. 

Please address these issues.

Joel Leenaars

leenaars@hotmail.com <mailto:leenaars@hotmail.com> 

5159 A Avenue

Danbury, Iowa

51019

