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From: Alan L. Lewis, CPA [mailto:al@ablonco.com] 

Sent: Friday, March 18, 2005 11:13 AM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: My comments

Alan Lewis

Comments on Federal Tax System:

1. Current tax system is too complicated and could be simplified considerably so that taxpayers can make decisions based on the tax ramifications.  Why can’t we just deduct whats deductible and report taxable income and not have all these side and alternative limitations and calculations?

2. Current system is unfair in that special interests get breaks because their lobby is strong.

3. Current system is too volatile – congress changes it more often than the wind changes directions.  Lets stick with something for a while….

4. Proposed replacements would be much worse, lets just fix the system we have.

5. National sales tax would tax the poor, since the rich don’t spend near as much of the earnings purchasing goods that are taxable.  The money they don’t spend won’t be taxed at all.  Coming up with some sort of rebate for the poor would just make it more complex than the current system is.

6. Flat tax – would require a high rate that would mean the lower and middle income taxpayers would take over more of the burden.

7. If there was a national sales tax, it wouldn’t be long until we had BOTH – a national sales and PLUS income tax.  Lets don’t get started charging a national sales tax.  Sales taxes are already too high.

8. With a national sales tax, the housing industry would go down the drain as there would be not incentive for incurring interest and property taxes.  Also, people would be discouraged from consuming anything because of the tax burden.  That couldn’t be good for the economy.
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