-----Original Message-----

From: Erin Walsh [mailto:ewalsh@holmstromlaw.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 11:07 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Changes to the Tax laws

To Whom It May Concern: 

GLBT Americans are adversely affected by the current tax laws and this needs to change. President Bush is dedicated to reforming the tax code to make it simpler, fairer, and more pro-growth to benefit all Americans. I hope that in your decision making process you strongly consider GLBT Americans in this decision. There are numerous examples of how GLBT Americans are adversely affected by the current tax laws. Below is a list several examples of how my partner and I have been affected or will be affected by these unfair tax laws in the future. 

1)      My partner and I are unable to use flexible spending accounts to pay

for each others' medical expenses, including       eyeglasses,

prescriptions, and co-pays, on a pre-tax basis. This is a benefit granted to heterosexual couples. 

2)      My partner and I are denied the same tax treatment as heterosexual

spouses for retirement savings, including those found        in our 401(k)

plans. On the death of my partner or myself, the surviving partner is left

with an unfair tax bill. Additionally we       will be denied survivors'

benefits under Social Security, even though we pay the same payroll taxes as

heterosexual     workers.

3)      Furthermore, heterosexual spouses get a complete exemption from

estate and gift taxes while my partner and I are treated        as complete

strangers under the tax code. When one of us dies, our estate is subject to taxation. 

4)      When one of us dies we will not receive survivors' benefits or

spouses benefits, even though we pay for them equally. 

5)      Finally, and most importantly.....OUR CHILDREN ARE LEFT UNPROTECTED.

Sixty percent of children being raised by    same-sex couples live in a

jurisdiction where second-parent adoption is unavailable. This means that

our children cannot        secure a recognized legal relationship with one

of us. When my partner or myself dies without this legal relationship with our children, the surviving child is not eligible for surviving child

benefits under Social Security. This is true even though my       partner

and I paid into the program, and even if we supported the child for the child's entire life.  

        Even When a Child is    Legally Adopted by a Same-Sex Partner,

Benefits are STILL Unavailable. As you are       aware, Social Security

provides "surviving parent" benefits to the parent caring for a minor child when the other parent dies.  But all children raised by same-sex couples are excluded from this benefit, even though their parents pay equally into Social Security, because it is only given to couples who are recognized as

"spouses" under federal law.  Same-sex       couples are given this

recognition. Even though the benefit is for children and not spouses,

children being raised by GLBT      people are denied it because their

parents cannot marry. Do not punish our children because you do not agree

with out   lifestyle. We love and care for our children just as much if not

more then any heterosexual couple and our children deserve     these

benefits.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my comments. 

Sincerely, 

Erin E. Walsh 

Attorney At Law 

