-----Original Message-----

From: Renee Thorne [mailto:rthorn1@hallmark.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 11:17 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: TAX COMMENTS

Dear Tax Panel,

I hope you'll take these comments into consideration while reforming our tax codes.

1.  Health Insurance.

Currently only married couples are exempt from paying taxes on health insurance they carry on their spouse. Going forward - Health insurance benefits should not be taxed at all for

anyone - Or, they should be taxed for everyone equally.     Many companies

now offer "insurance plus one"  which allows their employees to cover an

additional individual under their employers insurance plan.   This

additional person could be another relative living in the home - an adult child finishing school or who's fallen on hard times - Opposite sexed couples who choose not to be married - Or same sex couples who are not

allowed to be married.        The bottom line - Health insurance should be

taxed equally for all.   As a single (by choice) adult - It's unfair to tax

me on the extra insurance I carry for a relative -  when the person next to me who has the same benefits does not have to pay any taxes to cover their

spouse.   Marriage between men and women should not play a role in this tax

code-

Additionally - (especially if the government is going to tax me on the benefit !!!!!!!!!!! ) I should also be able to use my flexible spending account for medical costs the additional person on my insurance incurs ...

2. Estate and Gift Taxes.

All persons should be taxed equally - My surviving children or any individual I choose to inherit my estate should not be taxed - when married people are not...

Again - This taxation should be the same for everyone....   I shouldn't be

- nor should the person getting my estate - be penalized - unless everyone is penalized the same way...

Renee Thorne
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