-----Original Message-----

From: tsalvaggio@aol.com [mailto:tsalvaggio@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 12:46 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax Code Simplification and Fairness

Please consider the attached comments regarding your ongoing assessment of the current federal tax code.

To The President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

From A Concerned, Compassionate Citizen

Dear Panel Members

I understand you are soliciting comments from the public regarding how the current tax system is unfair.  Below are a few of the issues that I feel should be addressed for gay and lesbian couples:

· Unmarried couples pay taxes on their partner's health insurance that is provided by their employer 

· You can't use your flexible medical account for your partner's medical costs 

· Your retirement benefits for your partner will be taxed higher than a married couple 

· Children of same-sex parents may not be recognized as dependents for tax purposes

Social Security - Adverse Consequences for Same-Sex Couples 

1. Equal Contribution, Unequal Benefits:  All GLBT people pay into Social Security on an equal basis with their heterosexual counterparts, but are not eligible for equal benefits. 

2. No Survivors' Benefits:  Same-sex partners do not receive survivors' benefits when a partner dies, even though they pay for them equally. 

3. No Disability Benefits:  Same-sex partners are not eligible for spouse's benefits when a partner becomes disabled, even though they pay equally into the program. 

4. Children Are Left Unprotected:  Sixty percent of children being raised by same-sex couples live in a jurisdiction where second-parent adoption is unavailable, meaning that these children cannot secure a recognized legal relationship with one of their parents. When a parent dies without such a legal relationship, the surviving child is not eligible for surviving child benefits under Social Security, even though the deceased parent paid into the program, and even if the parent supported the child for her whole life. 

5. Even When a Child is Legally Adopted by Same-Sex Partner, Benefits are STILL Unavailable:  Social Security provides "surviving parent" benefits to the parent caring for a minor child when the other parent dies. But all children raised by same-sex couples are excluded from this benefit, even though their parents pay equally into Social Security, because it is only given to couples who are recognized as "spouses" under federal law, which same-sex couples are not. Even though the benefit is for children and not spouses, children being raised by GLBT people are denied it because their parents cannot marry. 

Please consider the above in trying to make the tax code fair for all American citizens, not just those of us (like myself) who are heterosexual.

Sincerely, 

Tony Salvaggio
