-----Original Message-----

From: ejbixie@sbcglobal.net [mailto:ejbixie@sbcglobal.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 1:41 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Tax code-fair treatment for GLBT families

As you consider tax reform, please consider that many of us in the gay community who are civic-minded, law-abiding citizens cannot reap nearly the same benefits from our labor as the straight community.

Here's just a few samples of how the tax code currently discriminates against me:

1. I pay for my partner's health benefits--and am taxed on the premiums while my straight co-workers are not penalized in this way for taking care of their families.

2. I can't use flexible spending accounts for my partner's medical expenses on a pre-tax basis.

3. Even though my partner is my beneficiary, upon my death:

a) she will be taxed unfairly for the "benefit" of my 401K

b) she won't even be eligible for my social security, which I pay into the same way a straight person would and again I get half the benefits

c) She will not be exempt from estate and gift taxes

d) When we have children, unless we have more than adequate legal protection, our child will be unprotected under the current Social Security structure.

4. If something happens to me, she will not be eligible for any disability benefits I receive

That's just a few ways the current law discriminates against me--a fully employed, contributing member of society. Think about that as you consider who you are making laws for and against in this matter.

Thank you,

Emilie Portell

Berkeley, Ca.

