-----Original Message-----

From: RaphM [mailto:raphm@msn.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 3:27 AM

To: comments

Subject: Thanks for reading this

Dear Advisory Panel,

Thank you for inviting public comments on Federal Tax Reform. 

I can think of three reasons why the present Tax legislation is discriminatory--especially towards gay and lesbian people who are in a committed relationship with one another and who live together as domestic partners in whatever state this law is recognized. Here they are:

1.
Equal Contribution, Unequal Benefits:  All GLBT people pay into

Social Security on an equal basis with their heterosexual counterparts, but are not eligible for equal benefits. 

2.
No Survivors' Benefits:  Same-sex partners do not receive survivors'

benefits when a partner dies, even though they pay for them equally. 

3.
No Disability Benefits:  Same-sex partners are not eligible for

spouse's benefits when a partner becomes disabled, even though they pay equally into the program

One other aspect of tax reform that I would love to see changed is to allow citizens the right to withhold their taxes from military spending without fear of being thrown in jail! I say this in light of the fact that billions and billions of tax payers dollars are spent on military armaments because the message of fear of attack from terrorists has been sold to the American people. I believe in reasonable defense but right now it is out of all rational proportions. Millions of Americans are deprived of health care, housing, educational opportunities because the military budget has consumed most of the tax revenues. Allow people the right to have their monies ear marked toward reasonable defense as well as assistance to the poor both at home and abroad.

Use your influence to bring America up in the eyes of the rest of the world!

Cordially,

Raphael Martin

