-----Original Message-----

From: Clepse@aol.com [mailto:Clepse@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 8:37 AM

To: comments

Subject: Tax reform

To whom it may concern,

    The current American tax code is discriminatory against gay-lesbian couples.  In particular health benefits provided by a spouse are not taxable, however those same health benefits provided by a partner are taxable.  Further, retirement benefits are taxed at a higher rate than married couples and children of same sex relationships may not be recognized as dependents on tax returns.  

    I fail to see the fairness in denying same sex couples the right to marry and then levying against them higher tax burdens BECAUSE they are not married.  The American government should be setting for the world, the example of liberty for all.

    Sincerely,

    Carol Lepse Ph.D.

