-----Original Message-----

From: Veronica Legends [mailto:dj_veronica@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 12:04 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Tax Reform

To Whom it may concern:

Thank you for taking the time to solicit comments on the issue of Tax

Reform.   Seeking a taxation WITH representation, please let me know if

there is anything that I can do to ensure that representation is optimumized.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Veronica

  _____  

Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Small Business - Try <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=31637/*http:/smallbusiness.yahoo.com/resources/>

our new resources site! 

The current tax laws leave a disproportionate burden upon Same Sex couples, Gays, Lesbians, and Transgender persons.  

 Same sex couples are subjected to higher taxation in the following ways:

1. Same-sex couples pay taxes on their partner's health insurance   that is provided by the couple’s employer(s). 


2.  Same sex couples also cannot use flexible medical accounts for their partner's medical costs. 

3.  Children of same sex couples are not recognized as dependants for tax purposes.

4.  Same sex couples cannot marry and therefore do not have access to the same tax rate options as married couples.   


In addition to paying higher taxes, Same Sex couples also reap fewer benefits from taxation.  This is a second form of discrimination heaped upon the already unfair taxation of same sex couples.  

1.  Same sex couples retirement benefits for their partner will be taxed at higher rates than a married couple.

2.  Estate taxes upon same sex couples are treated and taxed as property left to strangers, at higher rates than married couples.
3.  Social Security, disability, and retirement benefits are not transferable to lifelong partners in a same sex relationship.
These inequities fly in the face of justice here in America.  The constitution guarantees that ALL men are created equal, yet the tax laws have relegated entire segments of the population to second class status.  Please honor the constitution by creating a system of taxation WITH representation for ALL men equally, not exclusively for a popular majority.  
Sincerely,

Veronica
