-----Original Message-----

From: Kim Burlingame-Kroah [mailto:kburlkroah@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 8:24 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: 

Dear Tax Refrom Panel-

As a citizen of the United States of America and one who pays taxes, if not more because of my sexual orientation, I am submitting my story of how unfair it is for the gay community to be treated unequally regarding taxes. We are already looked at differently and treated differently as it is.  We not allowed to marry legally.  We not allowed to visit our partners in the hospital.  We are not allowed to suvivor benefits in the event our partner passes away.  We are not allowed each other health insurance without being extrememly overly taxed.  Shall I go on?  I am a citizen who has never been commited of a crime, who has never done wrong, who works hard and who has a wonderful, loving family.  My partner and I have been together for over three years.  We have a beautiful baby girl just shy of a year old.  We are happy, caring, loving parents who provide the best to our baby girl.  It was extremely hard to take when my partner could not claim her as a dependent. While doing our taxes this year, it was if she did not have a child at all. We both could not help from crying because of this injustice.  With all do respect you will never know how that feels, how much it hurt and how devastating that was to have to go through.  We could not file jointly like legally married couples do, which is completely wrong.  We live the same as anyone else.  Since the president has ordered for this panel to look into tax reform to make it more fair for all Americans, I am asking you to seriously make the right changes for us.  I AM AN AMERICAN!

Kim Burlingame-Kroah

  _____  
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