-----Original Message-----

From: PATRICIA KELLY [mailto:kelly.368@osu.edu] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 2:31 AM

To: comments

Subject: Public comment to President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

Attached is a letter for the Advisory Panel

Letter to President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

March 15, 2005

FROM:

Trish Kelly, Individual
47 W. Tenth Ave.

Columbus, OH  43201

Ph: 724-980-9536

Email: Kelly.368@osu.edu

TO:

The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

1440 New York Avenue NW 

Suite 2100 

Washington, DC 20220

March 15, 2005

The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

1440 New York Avenue NW 

Suite 2100 

Washington, DC 20220 

Dear Sir or Madam:
I was pleased to hear of this panel’s establishment to suggest options for reformation of the tax code, especially at a time when the so many citizens are facing the unfavorable effects of parts of the tax code that restrict their rights.  In addition to many other unjust laws that limit the rights of same-sex couples, an extra financial burden is also unfairly being placed upon them.

 There are many instances that need to be reevaluated and amended.  In regards to healthcare, employees are currently subject to an income and payroll tax on health insurance premiums their employers provide for their same-sex spouses while different-sex spouses are not subject to this tax.  Also, same-sex partners and same-sex spouses are ineligible to utilize their partner’s flexible spending accounts to pay for medical expenses (like co-pays and prescriptions) on a pre-tax basis, unlike different-sex couples.  

Particularly disheartening are situations when one is faced with the death of a loved one.  Treatment of retirement savings and Social Security survivor’s benefits for same-sex couples are in now way comparable to that of different-sex couples.  Furthermore, a same-sex partner must pay estate and gift taxes on their beloved one’s estate, although a different sex partner is exempted. 

I hope you will address all of the aforementioned unfair situations through your panel’s investigation and demand the appropriate modifications be made to the Federal Internal Revenue Code so that we can ensure a fair and balanced procedure is afforded to ALL Americans.

[image: image1.png]


Sincerely,
Patricia Kelly
�








