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I am most grateful that you are examining the tax code. We request that 

the United States Government live up to great pledge of "Liberty and 

Justice for All" as promised in our constitution in the area of 

adjusting the tax code for families headed by partners of the same 

gender who are not allowed under current law to access the civil 

privileges provided by marriage.

I personally pay more taxes and receive less benefits than my peers who 

are allowed to marry. I highlight the following areas:

Ø I must pay tax on my family health insurance, whereas families with 

parents of the same gender do not need to pay this tax.

Ø I am not allowed to pay for all of my family medical expenses with my 

flex spending account.

Ø My family does not have equal access to my retirement account. Whereas 

families whose parents have legal access to marriage have flexible 

access to each other's retirement accounts, we would be forced to 

inherit each others' entire accounts in one year and thereby lose much 

of it to taxes.

Ø We would lose our family home if one of us died, not because we 

couldn't pay the mortgage, but because we could not pay the taxes to 

inherit our own family home from each other. Although we have pledged 

before God and our families our commitment to each other over 20 years 

ago, we are treated as strangers under the law.

There is also much discrimination under the Social Security system. Gay 

and lesbian people pay into Social Security exactly the same as everyone 

else, however, we do not have equal benefits.

Ø We are not eligible for survivor or disability benefits

Ø My legally adopted child does not have access to the social security 

benefits for which he should be eligible should his other legal parent 

die or be seriously injured. Even though we pay equally into social 

security, the surviving parent benefits are only given to families where 

the legal parents are considered spouses under the law. Even though the 

benefit is for children and not spouses, children being raised by 

parents of the same gender are not eligible because their parents are 

not allowed to marry.

Clearly families with parents of the same gender are discriminated 

against under the current tax code. Any tax code reform must give equal 

treatment to all Americans. Thank you for your consideration!

