-----Original Message-----

From: KevinJudeBurns@aol.com [mailto:KevinJudeBurns@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 9:03 AM

To: comments

Subject: tax reform 

 After being with my same sex partner for 23 years, he was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma.  We had done everything we possible could to protect one another financially.  We had life insurance, living wills, power of attorney and will, which we had prepared almost 20 years before and had updated when he became ill.  After a difficult year of being sick he died.  After his death I found that I had to pay inheritance tax on half the value of our home, our savings accounts which we in both of our names, his checking account and retirement.  I was fortunate to have a good relationship with is family.  With my assistance, his mother was able to receive the death benefit from Social Security. 

As I know you are aware, I would not have had these additional financial burdens if we would have had the opportunity to be married.  The issues of marriage for same sex partners is a matter of economic equity.  Thank you.

Kevin J. Burns

21 Dartmouth Circle 

Media, PA  19063

