-----Original Message-----

From: emory burks [mailto:hemkito@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 12:48 PM

To: comments

Subject: tax complaint

I am a full-time college student trying to make my way with the help of family.  Last year I earned 3,000 for school, yet the tax rate said that I still owed the government well over a hundred dollars.  It is obsurd that people with such low incomes should be subject to so much taxes.  The semi-proportional/largely regressive tax rates in America force those in or near poverty to chose between food, clothes, shelter, and health care. While ideally, the wealthier Americans shouldn't have to work harder to keep each dollar, the tax rates for the wealthier Americans do not force such decisions upon them as the poor are faced with.  America NEEDS a truly progressive set of tax rates with a reasonableto recognition of the poverty line, below which Americans' should pay no income tax to be fair to struggling Americans.  I'm all for Americans holding their own weight when it comes to being responsible for the benifets provided by the Federal Government, but our present-day taxation system takes food out of the starving's mouth to do so.
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