-----Original Message-----

From: Tom Brown [mailto:brownt218@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 7:06 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Comments on Tax Reform re same-gender couples

Dear Staff of the President's Tax Reform Panel,

   Thank you for soliciting comments from the public

regarding ideas for a simpler, fairer tax system. 

    As a gay person who has been in a committed

relationship with my partner for 23 years, tax filing

season is an annual reminder of the various forms of discrimination -- subtle and no-so-subtle -- that gay Americans face daily. Given the shrill anti-gay rhetoric that the Bush Re-election Campaign and its allies in the Religious Right put forth last fall, I expect the situation only to get worse.

    However, I try to be an optimist and see the best

in people. Therefore, I will take the President at his

word that he favors giving gay Americans at least some

of the rights that married people enjoy through the

mechanism of "civil unions." If that truly is his

intention, then I would urge him to start by reforming

Social Security -- NOT through privatizing but by

giving same-sex couples the same Social Security

protection that legally married people receive.

     My partner has worked at lower paying jobs for

most of his career. That means when he reaches

retirement age (in just a few years), he will receive

Social Security of less than $400 a month. If he were

to retire as a "spouse" who could benefit from my work

record, his pension would be at least twice that

amount. And when either of us dies, the other will not

be able to collect the survivor's benefit that would

be paid to a legal "spouse." 

     There are also complications regarding estate

taxes. If he inherits my IRA accounts, he will have

much less flexibility in deferring taxes on them than

a legal spouse would. We already have had to spend

about $1,000 on legal fees to draw up estate trusts to

protect our rights to our own joint property in this gay-unfriendly society; to avoid the worst of the estate taxes, one of us as survivor likely will have to pay additional high fees for expert accounting help.  

     These are just a few of the inequities we face. I

urge your panel to help America catch up to the

equitable tax provisions available in Canada and most

of Europe. I would appreciate a response so that I may

share your panel's thoughts with members of my church congregation, Hope Metropolitan Community Church, Daytona Beach, Florida. 

           Yours truly,

            Thomas S. Brown

            824 Black Duck Drive

            Port Orange, Fl. 32127

CC: Human Rights Campaign

    Hope Metropolitan Community Church

