-----Original Message-----

From: Soccer Lemon [mailto:soccerlemon@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 8:07 AM

To: comments

Subject: Please consider my comments

Tax Reform Panel Members:

Please see the following attachment for my suggestions on improving the current tax code.

Thanks,

Mary J. Bonevelle

Grand Rapids, MI

  _____  
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March 15, 2005

Members of the President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform:

I am writing to express my concerns about an aspect of the current tax code that puts me at a disadvantage in comparison with others in situations similar to mine.  I am in a long-term same-sex relationship but am not allowed to marry under current U.S. laws.  Not being able to marry is a problem outside of my control.  However, just because I cannot marry doesn't mean I should have to suffer a tax penalty that those who have the privilege of marrying do not.  

Before the so-called "marriage penalty" was eliminated from the tax code, at least it could be said that all Americans were treated equally in this regard.  But, now that married individuals actually get a tax break, those of us who are forbidden from marrying (but live just as married persons do) are the ones who are paying this penalty.

Here are two examples:

· We cannot combine our medical expenses for the purposes of deductions as a married couple can, even though my partner and I have completely combined our finances and pay for these expenses as a couple.  This means that we end up with a much smaller deduction as neither of us, individually, will qualify for medical expense deduction, but as a couple, we would.

· When we retire, our retirement benefits will be taxed at a much higher rate than a married couple.

I am not familiar enough with all the nuances of taxes to know every way we would benefit if we were allowed to file jointly.  All I do know is that right now, someone who has been married for one day has tax benefits that I, along with my partner, do not enjoy even though we have been together for six years.

Some might say that it would be impossible to extend the tax benefits of married couples to those who cannot marry because it would be hard to prove the relationship.  However, this is not the case.  Couples who aren't allowed to marry can prove the stability of their relationship in many ways, including showing that they are both on the title of their property, showing evidence of shared bank accounts, showing evidence of life insurance beneficiary, etc.

I hope you will consider the ways that you can make all Americans equal in the tax code.


Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mary J. Bonevelle

2750 7th Street NW

Grand Rapids, MI  49504  

