-----Original Message-----

From: Silvia Y. Beaupre [mailto:beaupre@taconic.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 7:22 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Current tax system unfair to same-sex couples

In a country that claims to be the protector of civil rights and freedom, it is highly ironic that the rights of same-sex couples and their families are being denied.

Our current tax system is unfair to same sex couples.  While my employer does indeed offer health insurance to domestic partners, income taxes and payroll taxes must be paid on the premiums.  My married heterosexual coworkers are not subject to this.

Estate taxes are discriminatory towards gay couples.  When a partner dies, the surviving partner must pay estate taxes!  This is true even for those couples who are legally married in Massachusetts!  This is highly unfair.

Social Security is also discriminatory towards gay couples--although we all contribute equally --our benefits are not equal to heterosexual couples' benefits.  For example, there is no survivors' benefits to same sex couples and no disability benefits.  Perhaps worst of all, the children of same sex couples are not eligible for surviving child benefits-because 2nd parent adoption is unavailable in many states.  Surviving parent benefits are not available even when the child was legally adopted by the same-sex partner.

How is it possible that in 2005 in the greatest country in the world, so many people are being discriminated against?  It is a shame.  

Silvia Y. Beaupre

123 Mallory Road

Ghent, NY 12075

