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March 28, 2005

1800 N. State #306

Provo, UT 84604

March 15, 2005

The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

1440 New York Avenue NW Suite 2100

Washington, DC 20220

Dear Panel Members:
The tax code needs to be reformed to make sure it is fair and beneficial to all Americans.  As it is, the code contains unequal tax treatment of same-sex couples.
In the current tax system, there are many adverse consequences to same-sex couples: in health insurance taxes; retirement savings; estate taxes; and most unfairly, in social security benefits. 
All GLBT people pay into Social Security on an equal basis with their heterosexual counterparts, and yet are not eligible for equal benefits.  For example, same-sex partners do not receive survivors' benefits when a partner dies, even though they pay for them equally.  Same-sex partners are not eligible for spouse's benefits when a partner becomes disabled, even though they pay equally into the program.  Sixty percent of children raised by same-sex couples cannot secure a recognized legal relationship with one of their parents, and thus are not eligible for surviving child benefits under Social Security, even though the deceased parent paid into the program, and even if the parent supported the child for her whole life.  Employees can use flexible spending accounts to pay for a different-sex spouse's medical expenses, including eyeglasses, prescriptions, and co-pays, on a pre-tax basis.  These accounts can’t be used for a same-sex partner, or even a same-sex spouse.
Please take same-sex couples and families into consideration when you advise on options to reform the tax code.  Please make sure the recommendations include fair treatment for all sexual orientations. 
Sincerely,
Heather Adair
1800 N. State #306
Provo, UT 84604

haddiefish@yahoo.com

