GREGORY M. SULLIVAN, M.D.
60 West 85th Street, Apartment 4B
New York, NY 10024
______

Telephone 212 580-6299
March 14, 2005

President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

RE: Comments from an American citizen to the Tax Reform Panel about how the current tax system is unfair and how it denies gay and lesbian citizens rights afforded to American’s in different-sex marriages

Dear Sirs and Madams:

I am a tax-paying, law-abiding American citizen who has been in a same-sex couple for over nine years.  On August 26th, 2002 we both signed an affidavit of domestic partnership, sworn before a notary public of the State of New York, stating that we are each other’s sole domestic partner.  We have lived together for over nine years, and we own a home together on which we are both listed on the title.  We both have right of survivorship on our home.  We would have married several years ago, but marriage between same sex partners is currently a right that is denied to gay and lesbian Americans.

Here is one examples of how I personally have already suffered inequities under the current tax law:

For a three year period when my partner was unemployed, my employer provided health insurance for my domestic partner.  I had to pay payroll taxes on the health insurance premiums my employer provided for my domestic partner.  Different-sex spouses are not subject to this tax.  It is truly an unfair tax code that has taken my hard-earned dollars when it has afforded different-sex married couples an exemption.

Other examples of how the current tax law will also adversely and unfairly impact on me and/or my partner include:

1) Retirement savings:  Federal tax treatment of retirement savings privileges spouses and penalizes same-sex couples.  This is a gross injustice in a country that claims to afford all Americans equal rights under the Law.

2) Estate and Gift Taxes:  Different-sex partners are exempt from these taxes.  Why am I and my partner of over nine years denied these exemptions?  I have been “married” to my partner longer than my parents were married to each other!

3) I have paid Social Security tax my whole working life.  Why am I and my partner denied survivor benefits and disability benefits when different-sex partners are afforded these benefits?

It is appalling and un-American that our Federal tax law discriminates against same-sex couples by affording exemptions to married different-sex couples but not same-sex couples.  Why is it considered acceptable that gay and lesbian Americans in domestic partnerships have to pay more taxes and receive less benefits than  different-sex couples.  We should be afforded the same exemptions and benefits!

Sincerely,

[image: image1.png]



Gregory M. Sullivan, M.D.

Cc: field@hrc.org
-----Original Message-----

From: Gregory Sullivan [mailto:gsullivan4@nyc.rr.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 12:52 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Comments for tax reform panel

Please see attached MS Word document for the President's Advisory Panel 

on Federal Tax Reform

Gregory M. Sullivan, M.D.

