Mark and Stephanie Strudley

2615 Sarah Avenue

Durham, NC 27707

March 14, 2005

The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform 

1440 New York Avenue NW Suite 2100 

Washington, DC 20220

Dear President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform:

We are writing to briefly express our views concerning tax reform and the treatment of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender (GBLT) families in the tax code.  We strongly encourage the Advisory Panel to treat GBLT families on an equal footing with heterosexual families by incorporating measures that achieve this objective.  GBLT families deserve equal rights and equivalent standard deductions, etc. under the tax code.

We would like to point out that despite our heterosexual status, we strongly feel that GBLT families should be treated fairly in all walks of life, including the tax code.  Government has no right to punish or reward individuals for their sexual orientation, especially through the tax code.  If the current administration wishes to live up to their republican/libertarian ideals with less government interference and bureaucracy, than the tax reform code should reflect these ideals by curtailing GBLT discrimination.  Please keep religious fundamentalism out of the tax code and continue to uphold a great cornerstone of conservative/libertarian ideology: Less is More!

Sincerely,

Mark Strudley

Stephanie Strudley

-----Original Message-----

From: mws10@duke.edu [mailto:mws10@duke.edu] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:19 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax Reform Panel comments

Dear President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform:

Please find attached a letter that expresses our comments regarding fair 

treatment for GLBT families in tax reform.  Thank you for your time.

Mark and Stephanie Strudley

Division of Earth and Ocean Sciences

Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences

Box 90227 Duke University

Durham NC 27708

phone 919-681-8174

***************************************************************************

***

"Yes, you should get a Jeep and fade into the crowd. Cruisers are for getting there (and back), not getting some." -Steve, from CCOT

***************************************************************************

***

