-----Original Message-----

From: Kris [mailto:kbr13@satx.rr.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 4:57 PM

To: comments

Cc: Human Rights Campaign

Subject: Equal tax treatment for same-sex couples

I am a concerned citizen and am hoping you will take note of this concern.

My concern currently revolves around the ADVERSE TAX CONSEQUENCES FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES.

1. Benefits for different-sex spouses are not subject to the income and payroll tax on health insurance premiums but same-sex spouse or partners are. They do not qualify as dependents.  Is this really fair?

2. Different-sex employees can use flexible spending accounts to pay for a spouse's medical expenses. These accounts can't be used for same-sex partner or spouse.  Is this really fair?

3.  Death of a partner is devastating.  The surviving partner if being of a different-sex is treated differently in regards to retirement plans (401 (k) for example.  A same-sex survivor is left with an unfair tax bill. Not to mention that same-sex couples are denied survivor's benefits under Social Security even though they have paid the same payroll taxes as heterosexual workers.  Is this just?

4. Different-sex couples get a complete exemption from estate and gift taxes.  Same-sex partners are treated as strangers under the tax code.  Why should their estate be subject to taxation?

IN REGARDS TO SOCIAL SECURITY...Same-sex couples are subjected to adverse

consequences:

1. Equal contribution, Unequal benefits

2. No survivor's benefits

3. No Disability benefits

4. Children are left Unprotected

5. Even when a child is Legally Adopted by same-sex partners, benefits are still Unavailable.

We are all human beings living and breathing, working and productively contributing to society.  Why do we feel we have the right to reward some and punish others just because of differences in sexual orientation?  It is not a choice to be gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender, it is a fact.  If we could change our orientation so as not to be discriminated against, I believe we would.  But it is not a possible choice.  Living a lie within the self is not acceptable nor rewarding.  It is damaging and self abusive.  It is abuse to discriminate and oppress a minority that is asking nothing more than to co-exist within society.  

                                         Sincerely,

                                         Kris Biedenharn-Ressel

                                         San Antonio, TX

