-----Original Message-----

From: tkline [mailto:tkline2@cfl.rr.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 8:22 PM

To: comments

Cc: Barbara Reifler - H

Subject: Tax Reform Feedback

My partner and I have been together for 22 years.  She has been waging a fierce battle with breast cancer for 18 of those years.  We have experienced numerous issues dealing with her disease as a legally "unrecognized couple." She has been unable to work off and on for the past 5 years and although I've had several successful careers, two as a government employee, I have

been unable to add my partner to my health insurance.   Even when I help

provide for her health care, I'm unable to leverage the benefits my heterosexual coworkers use such as claiming the medical expenses on my Flexible Spending Accounts. Social Security also applies discrimination to

our situation.   Although we have both contributed during our working

careers, my partner is only able to tap her benefits and should I precede her in death she is ineligible for my survivor benefits.  It gets worse. Since was recently provide disability retirement, she has no income and therefore cannot contribute to IRAs.  I, on the other hand, cannot contribute for her because our relationship isn't recognized.  Again, I have saved and invested well but should I die before my partner, the government will once again treat her unfairly by not giving her the same tax benefits as different sex couples.  The same is true of estate taxes.  Different-sex spouses get a complete exemption from estate and gift taxes. But on top of the health burdens my partner would face alone in the event of my death, she would also face a much larger tax burden on the estate we built together as partners.  

I sincerely hope that your panel will consider and rectify the many ways the current tax laws discriminate against us a U.S. citizens.  

