Sincerely,

Bill Merrill

2425 Dupont Ave. S.

Minneapolis, MN  5405

Dear Sirs,

  Here is my suggestion for improving the US tax code:

  Personally, I don’t mind paying taxes, and I don’t worry about the fact that some people may believe I pay too much.   The problem is in the complexity of the tax code:

The United States has the most complicated tax code in the world.  Nearly every financial decision has to take into account tax consequences.  This is true no matter what your income is.  Because the tax system is so complicated, most people can’t do their taxes themselves.  I used to, but after it started requiring the ENTIRE weekend to do so, I started paying people.  

I would rather pay a 40% (for example) flat tax on all my income than pay 20% using the insane system we have today.  I would rather know in advance, all year long, just exactly how much I own in taxes.  In fact, I would rather the taxes were just taken out, and we didn’t even have to file!

The complexity of the American tax system lends itself to unfairness – some people will pay less because they take advantage of all the goofy little rules, and other people will pay a larger percentage of their income because they aren’t aware of all the goofy little rules.

I believe one of the reasons the tax code is so complex is because the political system uses it to further political ends.  I say, use other means to do that.  Forget about the tax advantages of solar heating, for example.  Just make the solar heating systems cheaper by giving money to the manufacturer instead of making thousands of individuals have to deal with deducting the cost from their income.  Or just give the purchasers of solar heating system a check from the government.  But don’t use the tax code as the tool, because that intrinsically leads to unfairness and wasted effort.

Sincerely,

Bill Merrill

2425 Dupont Ave S.

Minneapolis, MN  55405

