-----Original Message-----

From: Roberta LaFrance [mailto:robertaleelafrance@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 8:20 PM

To: comments

Cc: roberta_lafrance@yahoo.com

Subject: Partner Benefits for Same Sex Couples

To Whom it May Concern:

I am a woman in a "domestically partnered" situation.  I would like to say 

that I am "married"; however, this term seems to only belong to "a man and a

woman".

My partner and I have known each other a total of 5 plus years, and were 

"domestically partnered" in California on March 21, 2002 in a public 

ceremony at San Francisco's City Hall By Mayor Willie Brown.   There are a 

few things that I would like to point out about my relationship which you 

may or may not be aware of; but, you should know, that Carmen and I are 

dedicated to caring for one another and loving one another for the rest of 

our lives.  We are two individuals who, being in our 40's, have dated other 

people and have been in other long term relationships.  We did not have to 

become "domestic partners" but we did.  Why?  Because in all of our lives, 

up until that point, we had not found anyone that we wanted to belong to.

Now, we find, that other people do not want to share...share what?  That 

"term"...the term "MARRIED".  Yet, Carmen and I are just as dedicated, 

committed, giving, and loving.  Here are just three challenges to us as a 

COUPLE:

     1.  Un"married" couples pay taxes on their" partner's" health insurance

that is provided by their

          employer.

     2.  You cannot use your flexible spending for your "partner's" medical 

costs.

     3.  Your retirement benefits for your "partner" will be taxed higher 

than a "married" couple.

Gosh, "partner" sounds very much like a contract in business...not a loving,

working, human relationship!

Carmen and I are American Citizens, who are relegated to secondary status 

because some people do not want to share a WORD...Marriage.  Isn't this 

discriminatory?  I do not discriminate against the rest of my family who are

not like me.  I am PART of my family just as I am PART of my COMMUNITY.  

"Community", now there's a definition worth looking up and fighting for.

Sincerely,

Roberta L. LaFrance

