-----Original Message-----

From: Adam Kerns [mailto:akerns01@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 10:22 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Tax Reform Suggestions

  _____  

Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Small Business - Try <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=31637/*http:/smallbusiness.yahoo.com/resources/>

our new resources site! 

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov
Re: Adverse Tax Implications for Same-Sex Domestic Partners

From: Adam E. Kerns

Date: March 14, 2005

My partner and I have currently lived together for almost two years and share all expenses of running a household.  If we had the opportunity, we would marry and would then be able to file a joint tax return.  However, based on the current tax situation, we suffer many adverse consequences that heterosexual couples who are able to marry and file joint returns do not encounter.  Please note the following:

1) I recently returned full-time to law school but did not join my partner’s health care plan because it was cheaper for us if I purchased my own plan.  My partner would have had to pay federal income tax on the fair market value of the health care benefits I was entitled to receive from his company.

2) We share a residence and would be entitled to higher deduction amounts, just as married individuals living together are if we could file jointly.  

3) If anything happened to either my partner or to myself, our estates would be taxed as if we were strangers unlike the benefits that married couples get when one of the spouses passes away.

Please take into account the disparity and inequality encountered by my millions of same-sex partners and their families when they file their federal tax returns annually.  The tax laws should not favor one group over another group for reasons not related to income disparity.  All couples, whether gay or straight, should be treated equally.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Adam E. Kerns

Cc: field@hrc.org

