-----Original Message-----

From: Mark Goodson [mailto:mariasman@earthlink.net] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:40 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax comments

1. Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system. 

TOO MANY RULES... FAR TOO MANY RULES.  THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF TAX LAWS SHOULD BE REDUCED BY A FACTOR OF 100.  THE IMMENSITY OF THE TAX CODE FLIES IN THE FACE OF THE THE RULE OF LAW.  THE RULE OF LAW, STATED SIMPLY, IS THAT NOBODY RECEIVES SPECIAL PRIVILEGES UNDER THE LAW. HOWEVER, THE VERY PURPOSE OF THE IMMENSITY OF THE TAX CODE IS TO AFFORD PRIVILEGES TO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS.  IT IS, QUITE SIMPLY, ONE OF THE INNUMERABLE EXAMPLES OF CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT.

2. Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.

SEE NUMBER 1 ABOVE.  ALL LAWS/CODES MUST APPLY EQUALLY TO ALL PERSONS.

THERE SHOULD BE ZERO SPECIAL PRIVILEGES/EXEMPTIONS.   

3. Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.

SEE NUMBER 1 ABOVE.  THE FACT THAT SO MANY PEOPLE REQUIRE SPECIAL SERVICES TO COMPLETE THEIR TAX FORMS IS ABHORRENT.  OTHER THAN THIS, THE RATE AT

WHICH WE ARE TAXED IS FAR TOO HIGH.     

4. Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform. 

EXTREME SIMPLIFICATION.  THE SIZE AND SCOPE OF THE TAX SYSTEM MUST BE DRAMATICALLY REDUCED.  I PROPOSE A FLAT TAX ACROSS THE BOARD... ZERO EXEMPTIONS.  HOWEVER, BUSINESS MUST BE ABLE TO DEDUCT ANY EXPENSES REQUIRED... THAT MUST NOT BE TAXABLE.  I ALSO PROPOSE THAT, LIKE BUSINESSES, INDIVIDUALS BE ABLE TO DEDUCT ALL COSTS TOWARD HOUSING, UTILITY BILLS, AND FOOD.  THESE ARE LIVING REQUIREMENTS.  TO BE CONSISTENT, THESE DEDUCTIONS MUST BE APPLIED TOWARD INDIVIDUALS JUST AS THEY ARE APPLIED TO BUSINESS.  

WITH THIS APPROACH, THERE WILL BE NO NEED FOR ANY PROGRESSIVE TAXATION (WHICH IS ANTI-LIBERTY)... AND THE RULES WILL APPLY EQUALLY TO ALL PERSONS (INCLUDING BUSINESS PERSONS).

