The current tax system should be improved in the following way:
Increase or eliminate the tax cap for social security. Why should those who make the most have the opportunity to stop paying this tax on wages of over $80,000? If the poor and middle class has to pay this tax on all of our wages than the upper class should also have to pay this tax on the full amount of their wages. 

Since the dawn of medical savings accounts, Americans can often get reimbursed for their medical expenses from their own account of tax-free dollars put aside for this purpose. This is a big step in the right direction. I myself, take advantage of one of these accounts. However, the accounts still have drawbacks. 1.) If someone fails to spend the money put aside, he or she must forfeit it at the end of the year. 2.) Studies have shown that the poorest working Americans rarely participate because they have trouble justifying the putting aside of dollars from each paycheck to be used later for medical expenses. 3.) Also, many people may not work for an employer which offers this benefit. A lot of these problems could be solved by simply allowing all the same medical expenses that are eligible for reimbursement under the MSA to be tax deductable at the end of each year regardless of the percentage an individual’s total income that these expenses account for.

Create a special tax incentives for people going to school in fields where America is facing shortages, ie. Nursing. Statistics have shown that America is facing a critical shortage of nurses and this shortage is only predicted to worsen. If tax incentives are created to encourage students to choose nursing, this would benefit all Americans by making our hospitals safer.
Make the tax system fairer for alternative families. By this I mean, single parents, grandparents raising their grandchildren, aunts and uncles raising nieces and nephews, adults caring for disabled adult relatives, adults caring for elderly parents, gay and lesbian couples and their children, etc. Statistics show that with people living longer lives, many working adults are caring for young children and elderly parents at the same time. Something needs to be done to help these people cope. Medicare doesn’t cover all expenses and the elderly often must rely on assistance from their adult children to pay for uncovered expenses. There should be a deduction for this. Also, most companies in the U.S. now allow domestic parters (heterosexual or homosexual) to be covered under their partner’s health insurance, but the premium must be paid out of your post-tax dollars. This is unfair since married couples are able to pay their joint premium from pre-tax dollars. 

-----Original Message-----

From: Rebecca Condict [mailto:rcondict@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:50 PM

To: comments

Subject: Ideas for Tax Reform

To whom it may concern:

I was excited to hear about this tax reform panel and I wanted to present my

ideas. Please see the attached file.

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider them. Sincerely, Rebecca Condict 650 Warburton Ave. #6I Yonkers, NY 10701

