-----Original Message-----

From: k christ [mailto:kt_christ@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 11:51 PM

To: comments

Subject: Unfair taxation

Dear Members of the Tax Reform Panel:

I've encountered tax discrimination in at least two ways that I am aware of. One had to do with my domestic partner receiving health benefits through my employer.  I was taxed on the benefit to her while my straight married colleagues were not taxed for the same benefit to their spouse. 

When my partner landed in the hospital for 3 weeks with a life-threatening conditio, I was not allowed to use my flexible medical account to pay for the staggering hospital, test, lab and physician bills.

Some of us define our families differently than others. That does not mean that our families are in any way less valid or in less need of the same tax protections.  I urge you to reform the tax policies to benefit all families fairly.

Thank you -

Katie Christ

565-14th St. #1

San Francisco, CA 94103

