-----Original Message-----

From: WhoGnu409@aol.com [mailto:WhoGnu409@aol.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:25 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Unfair tax laws

Dear Tax Reform Panel,

The current tax laws are very unfair to a large group of Americans who are in same-sex relationships.

A few examples of this include the following:

1. When one partner dies, mixed-sex spouses are exempt from estate and gift taxes. But same-sex partners are taxed as if they were strangers under the law. This is entirely unfair.

2. Same-sex partners are denied survivor benefits from Social Security even though they pay the same payroll taxes as heterosexual workers.

3. Same-sex partners pay income and payroll taxes on any benefits their partner may receive through domestic partner benefits offered by their employer.

4. Flexible spending accounts cannot be used for medical expenses incurred by a same-sex partner.

5. Children of same-sex couples are left unprotected in the event of a death of one of the parents. Social Security provides "surviving parent" benefits to the parent caring for a minor child when the other parent dies. Even though the benefit is for children and not spouses, children being raised by same-sex couples are denied it because their parents cannot marry. 

In summary, the tax laws of the United States should not discriminate against those who pay their fair share of taxes. I ask that you change the tax laws to be fair to same-sex couples who contribute to the tax system the same way any other American does, yet do not receive the same benefits.

Thank you,

Thomas Caruano

Rancho Mirage,  CA

