-----Original Message-----

From: pol@lookingup.us [mailto:pol@lookingup.us] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:32 PM

To: comments

Subject: Fair and equal taxation

I'm grateful for the opportunity to send my suggestions and ideas regarding President Bush's tax reform policies.  Thank you.

I am Jerald L. Brown in Burbank, California.  Email at pol@lookingup.us <mailto:pol@lookingup.us> .

I understand that we once fought a war over taxation, "No taxation without representation."  That shows how seriously Americans consider government taxation. 

In that same attitude, I believe that taxation should be fair and equal. "Fair and Equal" is not the way things are now under our current taxation system.

I remember a few years ago when single people were complaining that they paid a higher tax rate than married people.  They called it "Penalizing the unmarried" tax.  More recently the situation had changed and married people were paying a higher rate .  The married people called it "Penalizing the married" tax.  Taxation should not be based on government opinion about whether we should be married or not.  Taxation should be fair and equal.

I understand that certain people need tax breaks.  I support tax breaks for low-income people.  I support tax deductions for people with children under 18 or going to college.  However, that should apply to all people with children under 18 or going to college.  It should apply both to married people and to gay people who are forbidden to marry but have children nevertheless.  The government should focus on a person's income for the income tax, or sales for a sales tax.  It should never, never try to manipulate society to fit somebody else's preconceived notion about how things "ought to be."  

Currently, married people who are separated and are trying to build a new life after their marriage dissolved, are required to pay up to 300% move tax if they file "Married, filing separately."  That condition should never exist!  Their income did not increase 300%, and they now have greater expenses than before if they live in separate housing.  People should be taxed on their income equally.  Taxation should not be based on government interference of people's personal lives and attempts to manipulate society.

If the government gives tax breaks to married people, it should give tax breaks to all couples.  Married people who are separated and live in different housing but file "Married - Joint" get a special tax rate.  Gay people who live in the same house in a loving relationship may not file jointly.  We don't need government interference in our personal lives; we need fair, just and equal taxation. 

We need and want taxes that are fair to everyone.  That includes the wealthy as well as the poor.  I don't know of any impoverished person who gives jobs to other people.  Our nation's economic engine and employment come from people who have the finances to build businesses and increase their income. We should never penalize people for being wealthy.  (Actually, we should reward them, in my opinion.)  We should have a cap on income tax, such as the 28% cap that was created by the Reagan Administration which resulted in the 20-year economic boom that benefited everyone.  

And please, get rid of that horrid Death Tax.  There is no justification for robbing a person when he/she dies.  That money has already been taxed.  It should pass on without penalty to the proper heirs - not the government. 

Lose the capital gains tax.

Just give us fair, just, equal, sane - and affordable - taxation.

Thank you again for this opportunity to say what I believe.

Jerry Brown

