-----Original Message-----

From: Chris Benfer [mailto:chris@glact.org] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:48 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Aspects of the tax system that are unfair

My name is Chris Benfer and I am from Waco, Texas.  One thing about the tax system that I think is unfair and should be looked at is the fact that homosexual couples do not receive the same taxation as heterosexual married couples.  How is this fair when my husband and I have been together for years?  According to the President he wants to make the tax system fair for all; so what is going to be done for all of us gay people who would like to get married and if we were heterosexual we would be considered legally married now.  Some Examples of Unfair Taxation Include: unmarried couples pay taxes on their partner's health insurance that is provided by their employer, you can't use your flexible medical account for your partner's medical costs, your retirement benefits for your partner will be taxed higher than a married couple, and children of same-sex parents may not be recognized as dependents for tax purposes.  These are just a few of the benefits entitled to heterosexual couples that get overlooked and the list does go on.  I really hope that when this panel discusses unfairness to American Citizens that it remembers us homosexuals as well although with the current administration and the way things are going I'm sure we will once again be brushed to the side.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Chris Benfer

Waco, Texas

Registered Voter

