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Please consider my attached letter when deciding on tax reform.
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The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform 
1440 New York Avenue NW 
Suite 2100 
Washington, DC 20220
Executive Order No. 13369.
March 12, 2005
Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.

It is my opinion that the current tax system is beyond the understanding of the majority of the population of this country. Tax time is feared by many taxpayers even if they are getting a refund. We are put at the mercy of tax preparers to identify what deductions we are entitled to. Choosing a tax preparer is an important one as each one has their own level of understanding of tax code and if you choose wrong it cost the taxpayer money in mistakes that could have been avoided. The amount of paperwork both businesses and individuals are required to keep and file is enormous. Even with the electronic filing option the taxpayer must keep records for many years in case of an audit. This could be alleviated by a fair tax that is collected at the time of sale.
Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.
I have been asked many times when contracting work to pay a person in cash so they could avoid paying taxes. I feel that the system as it is right now is too easy for unscrupulous people to avoid paying their share. One example of this is income from tips. 

I hear people brag all the time that they don’t pay taxes on tips. With Fair Tax the tip money would be taxed when they spend it and not IF they decide to report it.
Many people work “under the table” which means they get paid a lesser amount but taxes are not taken or reported. With Fair tax the money each person makes would be taxed when they spend it. I feel each person should be responsible for their FAIR share of the tax burden of this country.

Our country could have a system to refund certain taxes to visitors from other countries. Such a system is in place in Britain and Canada. That way the tourism would not be negatively impacted by the higher tax at checkout.
Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform. 

I have studied the FAIR TAX system and feel that it would be a much simpler way of taxing. Our current system is unfair because each income level pays different amounts of tax. Capitol Gains tax is one example. I personally own several apartments. If I lose money on my investment it is my burden alone, but if I sell it and make money the tax amount is completely unreasonable, in my opinion,. I don’t mind paying my FAIR share but I get aggravated when I see so many people cheating the system. I know that the honest taxpayers are making up for the cheaters.
Please consider the Fair Tax system. I feel it would be less paperwork, less chance of dodging taxes, etc.

Sincerely,

Leslie L Catt
