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1. Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers – both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.

I have one example that is just a scratch on the surface of the tip of the iceberg, but it shows clearly how you don’t even have to dig to find the first warning sign of the appalling and ridiculous complexity of the income tax process.


My sixteen year old daughter has her first job and we sat down to do her first income tax return on form 1040EZ.  The instruction booklet has a “cover story” as it seems, perhaps important information that the IRS wants to call attention to.  The cover of the instruction booklet says:


More People Can Use Form 1040EZ


If your taxable income is less than $100,000,


you may be able to us this form.  See page 8.
Page 8 says:

See Who Can Use Form 1040EZ? on page 10.

I am not making this up!  I am no senior executive, I supervise three people in a technical/professional setting and if one of my guys submitted anything that was going to be read outside of my department that contained such a degree of stupidity I would personally have to conduct some common-sense training.  But this is par for the course for millions of Americans attempting to file an honest tax return.  Every line on every form and on every attached schedule if rife with this blend of outrageous stupidity!

2. Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.

First, I believe that no-one should pay more than 20% of their income as an income tax!  I pay less, but my sense of justice isn’t selfish.

Second, I believe that the federal government should never take more than the state government!
3. Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.

Retirement investing; the benefits of 401(k) and Roth IRA accounts is absolutely compelling.  I’m not saying that this is a bad thing, but the tax code is driving my decisions.
4. Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform.
Simplify, Simplify, SIMPLIFY!!!!!!!!!
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