-----Original Message-----

From: Laura Campbell [mailto:laura@figfcu.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2005 9:49 AM

To: comments

Subject: Response to Question #1

Commentary:  Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.

Although many of us appreciate the fact that the President lowered the tax rates, without a change in the AMT, it just makes more work for us citizens. I don't have a problem paying my fair share of taxes, but it is much easier for me to pay as I go via payroll tax as opposed to AMT.  Each year I have to adjust my withholding for the AMT, and hope that I haven't under withheld.  I would much rather pay the higher tax rate and be done with it.

While I understand the rationale for the AMT, we don't have the type of income generated that the AMT was designed to tax.  Each year the preparation of our tax return gets more and more complicated.  I am beginning to see the beauty of a flat tax system!  Every time an inequity is addressed, another mess is created, and there is another loophole for Congress to fix.  The more we try to fix it, the worse it gets!  Even the instructions aren't clear; you need a Doctorate to understand what the rules say.

If you are going to simplify the tax system, start over and keep the politics out.  That is what makes a mess of all of this.  Decide what is best and go with that.  We want to pay taxes to support our country and all of its benefits, but it shouldn't be a nightmare each year to try and figure out what we owe and hope that we have had enough withheld to cover what we owe.

Thank you for your time. 

Laura Campbell 

