From: peter harvey [mailto:pmh@wffeet.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 10:26 AM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: Tax Reform

February 23, 2005

Dear Senator Mack,

I am pleased to see discussion open regarding Tax Reform. I, like most Americans, have been battling the current tax system all of my business life which began in 1967 when I opened business in Wichita Falls, Texas. I note that you are currently interested in four areas of concern:

1. Headaches and unnecessary complexity.

    These are too many to list. I must pay my accountant many thousands of dollars EACH year just to be sure I comply whith current tax law. My weekly payroll must even be done by my CPA for FEAR of IRS reprisals if any little "t" is left uncrossed. My accountant must be contacted each week and spends many hours filing our forms with the government. The system as FAR too complex. Ask any accountant or IRS agent any tax question and you will receive a different answer from each.

2. Unfairness.

    The current tax system is grossly unfair to all citizens. One must now look askance at his neighbors wondering how the other person files or even IF he files. The system is unfair to the rich, the poor, and the middle class. It is unfair to employers who must file infinite tax forms and payroll taxes. Employers should not be forced to be the government's bill collectors which they currently do in the form of witholding tax. All people must be held accountable individually. Does one man who makes millions pay no tax and another who makes very little pay too much? No one knows because the system is too complicated. Special interests control the system now and that is not fair legally or morally. Our founding fathers turned over in their collective graves when the code was created in 1914 and became increasingly complicated with each passing decade since.

3. Specific examples.

    I can only speak to how the code affects me personally. Without question I live each day in abject FEAR of the IRS. It affects me, my personality, and my family. The IRS is America's gestapo. There is no freedom in America to get up, go to work, and enjoy life without the fear of government reprisal. We have created a nation of automotons and clones each doing his work without individual reward or recogniton. It is not what the people who founded this country died for. They, themselves, left their former countries to escape what we now have. If you set people free they will make this country great through their own individual initiative and creativity. Those attributes have been squashed by the current system.

4. Goals.

    The committee should be aggressive in it's approach. It's recommendations should be bold to the point of eliminating the Code entirely. Give Americans back their freedom as the founders intended and died for. We must have a system that taxes ALL Americans Equally with no paperwork to be filed each year or quarter. We must have a system that eliminates the need for a CPA or lawyer to be consulted on taxes. We need a national sales tax that is collected each day with each sale. That would assure the government has a constant daily inflow of money with which to operate. The sales tax can be toggled to give a rebate to the economically deprived. A sales tax would also tax criminals who currently elude the system. If a Columbian drug runner wants to buy a Ferrari in Miami then he will pay the corresponding tax that goes with it.

Please present this printed email letter to your Committee for consideration. I am one lone voice. However, I suspect I speak for ALL Americans. We do not like the current system and feel that it must change. We hope that change can start with your Committee.

Sincerely,

Dr. Marshall Harvey

1612-10th Street

Wichita Falls TX 76301

940-723-1054

