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�
Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.��Even as an individual filing a â€œsimpleâ€� 1040, I feel overwhelmed by the complexity of the tax code.  I don't understand how less educated citizens can possibly understand and file correct tax returns since I am a software engineer with 20 years of computer programming experience.  If I find the tax system daunting then what about the common man or woman?�


Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.��I don't have much personal experience with the unfairness of the tax system.  I don't understand the system well enough to evaluate whether it is fair or not. But this lack of transparency itself seems like a problem.  A fair tax system should be so obviously fair that I should be able to judge its fairness with getting a college degree in economics.�


Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.��I tried to start a business two times when I was in my twenties.  The first business idea was based on multi-player computer games and the second business was merely selling myself as a consultant.  Both times, I was tripped up by the tax code.  A business has much more complicated tax obligations than an individual.  I had to make filings four times a year.  Since I couldn't figure out the details myself, I took the help of a tax professional, which was expensive.  Later I discovered that I had made some incorrect filings which attracted penalties.�I would not dare to try to start another business under the current tax code without going into partnership with a trusted tax attorney. But where am I going to find such a person?  Hence, I have put my business ideas on the back burner, so to speak, and invested most of my time in making a family. I got married and now we have our first child.  I spend lots time with her.�


Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform.��Abolish the possibility of income tax (repeal the 16th amendment).  Collect taxes by methods like sales tax which is mostly automatic, requires very little paperwork (none for the consumer), and is easy to judge on the basis of fairness.





This is the end of my comment.








For a specific proposal, visit http://fairtax.org
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