1. Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and businesses - face because of the existing system.

Documentation:  Organization and cross-referencing of dozens of legal documents.  Missing documents, late documents, confusing tax instructions, etc.
Calculation:
The effort required in calculating all of the forms and supplements challenges college graduates, let alone the “working” poor (who isn’t working hard these days?).

Cost:
H&R Block makes a pretty penny during tax season.  That’s money we all could be spending on other things.
2. Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.

The rate is progressive.  Why should anyone try to improve our financial situations when the odds are stacked against us?  It is unfair to punish success.
Everything is subsidized: farms, houses, my children, etc.  Every tax break is a subsidy, usually aimed at the more-successful for the benefit of the less-successful.  Success is punished, poverty is rewarded and the American dream is shattered because of it.  No one is equal in America and everyone knows it.  We are America divided thanks to this horrific tax system and its class warfare.
More-successful individuals must spend more time and resources complying with the tax laws and minimizing their liability through the use of tax loopholes.  Americans are unequal because income dictates the effort required for “compliance” to the IRS.  The difference in these efforts among classes is unfair.
Criminals do not pay taxes because they don’t report their incomes to the government because their business transactions are not usually sanctioned by the government.  They receive the blessings of America’s freedoms and security without paying a dime toward any of it.  A consumption tax would include them in the same tax loop as every other American.  Exempting criminals from taxes is unfair.
The loopholes are unfair because those who can afford good lawyers can find all the loopholes, while the rest cannot.  Everyone wants to be treated the same and the loopholes are just the backdoors that lawyers have found to allow all people to try to do just that.  The efforts to close the loopholes have introduced great complications into the tax code.  Loopholes are backdoors for “unintended” benefactors.  The existence of these special benefits for special groups, which we’ll call special interest groups, reveals an unfairness in trying to reward special groups at the expense of other groups.  The desire to close loopholes indicates the existence of desire to exercise unequal treatment among various groups in Americans.
3. Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.

The birth of children is expedited before the new year for the child tax credit.  Families have more children than they can properly raise for the government benefits.
Better paying jobs are not taken because higher tax brackets do not just the extra sacrifice required.

Personal gifts are not given (or reported).
4. Goals that the Panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform.
1)  Minimize the amount of effort required by the American citizens in complying with the tax laws,  2) Protect the fiscal privacy of Americans.  Minimize the amount of reporting of revenue and expenditures,  3) Remove all classes so that every American sees the tax law from the same perspective.  Flat percentage, flat rate, flat amount,  4) Reconsider the objectives to subsidize “home-ownership,” and “charity.”  Many Americans want to keep their home-ownership and charity contributions private.  Protect their right to that privacy,  5) Evaluate the relationship between unfairness (subsidies and tax deductions) and loopholes and tax complexity.  Unfairness demands more unfairness and complexity.  If one group (home-owners) can benefit unequally, then why shouldn’t another group also be able to receive unequal benefits?
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